
The First Christmas in 
Bethlehem 
The Book of Ruth 



Purpose of the Book

•To show David as the legitimate King whose 
reign was established by God. 

•To show that God was at work in history to 
raise up the King of His choice. 





“In those days there was no King 
in Israel. Everyone did what was 

right in their own eyes.” 





From Hopeless to Hope

•Naomi widowed and childless (1:1-5).

•Naomi’s farewell to her daughters-in-law (1:6-14).

•Ruth commits herself to Naomi (1:15-18).

•Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem (1:19-21). 



Hope Dawning
•Back in Bethlehem for the Barley harvest (1:22).

•Ruth gathers grain in the field of Boaz (2:1-7).

•Ruth finds favor in the eyes of Boaz (2:8-13).

•Boaz provides for Ruth (2:14-16).

•Ruth shares with Naomi from the kindness she 
had received (2:17-23).



Hope Materializing 

•Naomi seeks redemption for Ruth (3:1-5).

•Ruth indicates a desire for Boaz to redeem (3:6-13).

•Ruth reports to Naomi (3:14-18).

•Boaz desires to redeem (4:1-6).

•Naomi filled (4:7-22).



We find hope when we recognize 
God’s activity in His-story. 
•God had ‘visited” His people by giving them grain 
(1:6, 22).

•God was providentially working to provide 
redemption (2:1–4:17).

•God was providentially working to raise up a King 
for Israel (4:18-22). 



Christmas in Bethlehem – Take Two 

•God ‘visited’ His people (Luke 1:68).

•God brought a Redeemer (Luke 1:68).

•God was at work in History to raise up the King 
of His choice (Luke 1:32-33). 

•God is at work in history – right now – to 
accomplish His purposes. In His good time the 
King will return! 



Principles and Application
•God works His plan even in the darkest of times. God 
is never distant even though circumstances may give 
that impression. 

•God works through less-than-ideal circumstances to 
accomplish His purposes. 

•Because of the nature and character of God and what 
He has promised, we always have reason for hope. 

•Our hope is in the King who was born in Bethelehm. 


