
Introduction to the Psalms
• When were the Psalms written?

• Over a time period of almost 1,000 years from approximately 1400 BC to 450 BC.

• What does the word Psalm mean?

• The word Psalm comes from the Greek word psallein which means “to pluck.”  The English word 

Psalm means “song.”

• What is unique about the Psalms?

• Who wrote the book of Psalms?

• David wrote approximately one-half of the Psalms.

• One-third of the Psalms are anonymous.

• The remaining Psalms were written by various authors.

• What are various categories of Psalms?

• Psalms of praise and thanksgiving

• songs

• Psalms of lament

• Imprecatory Psalms

• Characteristics of the Psalms…

• relatable

• raw

• remedial


